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CONPIDENTIAL SYDNEY 2369 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, AS 

SUBJ: ELECTRIC POWER BROWN-OUT IN SYDNEY 
REF: SYDNEY 2357 

1. ELECTRIC POWER BROWN-OUT STRIKE APPEARS TO BE EASING 
AS NEW SOUTH WALES LABOR COUNCIL PREPARES SCENARIO 
POR EXTRACTING ELECTRICAL UNION PROM AN UNWINABLE 
AND POLITICALLY DAMAGING INDUSTRIAL CAMPAIGN POR 

35 HOUR WEEK. AS INDICATED IN REP TEL, THE POWER STRIKE 
IS BECOMING LINKED TO LIKELIHOOD OP NEW ELECTION IN NEW 
SOUTH WALES IN NOVEMBER. UNION HAS SUSPENDED PLANS POR 
INTENSIFYING POWER SHORTAGE THUS PREVENTING BLACK OUTS. 
THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO PROPOSAL BY LABOR PARTY OPPOSTION 
T RADER PAT HILLS TO RESUME PULL WORK AND SHIPT THE 35 
HOUR WEEK CAMPAIGN TO A POLITICAL BASIS. HILLS PUBLICLY 
PREDICTED ASKIN WOULD CALL ELECTION IN NOVEMBER AND 
PROMISED THAT IP VICTORIOUS HIS LABOR PARTY GOVERNMENT 
WOULD GRANT 35 HOUR WEEK TO POWER WORKERS. 

2. STATE LABOR COUNCIL IS ALSO SEEKING WAYS TO ENLIST 
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UNIONS TO SEEK 35 HOUR WEEK UNDER FEDERAL ARBITRATION 
COMMISSION, BYPASSING NEW SOUTH WALES STATE GOVERNMENT. 

3. ON BASIS FOREGOING, IT APPEARS THAT WHILE POWER 
ISSUE MAY SPARK FIREWORKS IN FEDERAL PARLIAMENT THIS 
WEEK, IT IS APPARENTLY COOLING DOWN IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
ITSELF. HANNAH 
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